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MIRACLES AS PROOF

Jesus was not a one-trick miracle worker impressing crowds with a single repeated sign. The gospel
accounts are saturated with miracles that cross every boundary of human experience. He healed the
sick, commanded nature, expelled demonic forces, and raised the dead. The variety is not incidental.
Every category of miracle Jesus performed pushed into territory that belongs exclusively to God. No
prophet, no apostle, no religious teacher in human history has worked across all four of these categories
simultaneously. What follows is not an exhaustive list. It is a survey of the evidence of the miracles of

—

Jesus. These aren't performances by a would-be magician. They are proof Jesus is who He said He is.

FOUR CATEGORIES OF MIRACLES

POWER FOR HEALING

POWER OVER NATURE

Jesus healed with a word, a touch, and sometimes
from a distance. He cleansed lepers that the
Law declared untouchable, gave sight to men
born blind, and restored mobility to those who
had never walked. The scope was not limited to
minor ailments that might resolve naturally. Jesus
healed conditions that were permanent, public,
and verifiable. The people He healed were known
in their communities. Their conditions were not
in dispute. What changed when Jesus acted was
impossible to explain any other way.

Jesus calmed a storm on the Sea of Galilee with
a spoken command and walked on water toward
His disciples in the middle of the night. He fed
five thousand men plus women and children from
five loaves and two fish, with twelve baskets of
fragments remaining afterward. These are not
events that stretch natural explanation to its limits.
They shatter it entirely. Nature does not obey human
voices. Water does not support human weight.
Food does not multiply. When Jesus commanded
creation, creation obeyed the King.

POWER OVER THE SPIRITUAL WORLD

POWER OVER DEATH

Jesus cast out demonic forces throughout His
ministry, often in public settings before large
crowds. He did not negotiate with them or invoke a
higher authority. He commanded and they obeyed.
The demons themselves identified Him, addressing
Him as the Son of God before He expelled them.
His enemies did not deny these exorcisms. They
attempted to explain them away by attributing His
power to Beelzebub. The admission buried in that
accusation is that the authority over demons was
real and the miracles actually happened.

Jesusraisedthe widow of Nain's son, the daughter of
Jairus, and Lazarus, who had been in the tomb four
days. Each case was public. Each was witnessed.
Each was verifiable by the community surrounding
it. Then Jesus Himself rose from the dead on the
third day following His crucifixion, not resuscitated
but resurrected, never to die again. Every other
miracle Jesus performed pointed toward this one.
The resurrection is not the end of the list. It is the
final signal the entire list of previous miracles was
building toward.

These four categories form a cumulative case. No prophet healed like this. No teacher in human history
raised the dead and then rose himself. The miracles of Jesus were not random acts of power. They were
a coordinated demonstration of divine authority. The miracles were the evidence then and are still today.
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THE MIRACLES OF JESUS

The previous page catalogues what Jesus did. This page answers the question every honest investigator
should ask: how do we know? The miracles of Jesus are not asking for blind acceptance. They are
supported by the same kind of historical evidence we use to establish any other fact about the ancient
world. The witnesses were many, the accounts were independent, the enemies of Jesus never denied
what they saw, and Jesus Himself told us exactly why He did it. The evidence does not require us to check
our minds at the door. It requires us to follow the same standards of investigation we would apply to any

other historical claim.

FOUR REASONS TO BELIEVE JESUS’ MIRACLES

WITNESSED BY THOUSANDS

ACKNOWLEDGED BY HIS ENEMIES

The miracles of Jesus were not performed in remote
locations for a handful of devoted followers. He
healed a sick man at the Pool of Bethesda where a
great multitude had gathered. He healed a paralytic
in @ Capernaum house packed with Pharisees and
teachers of the law who had come from every
town of Galilee, Judea, and Jerusalem. He fed five
thousand men plus women and children in an open
field. The miracles of Jesus drew large and varied
crowds, and the audience was not always friendly.
Public miracles before hostile witnesses are the
hardest category of event to fabricate.

The strongest confirmation of the miracles of Jesus
comes from those who had every reason to deny
them. After Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead
in the presence of many Jews, the chief priests
and Pharisees gathered a council and said, “What
shall we do? For this Man works many signs.” They
did not dispute the miracle. They debated what to
do about it. When Jesus cast out a demon before
multitudes, the Pharisees did not deny it happened.
They attributed it to Beelzebub. His enemies are
His most outspoken critics and therefore are our
most valuable witnesses.

RECORDED BY MULTIPLE WRITERS

PERFORMED WITH A PURPOSE

The miracles of Jesus were not recorded by
a single devoted follower with an agenda to
protect. Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, and Paul
each record miraculous activity in the life of
Jesus independently. Scholars of ancient history
generally consider facts established when two or
three independent sources are in agreement. The
multiple independent accounts of Jesus’ miracles
meet and exceed that standard. The accounts
are similar enough to confirm the same events
and varied enough to rule out collusion. Multiple
independent writers recording the same miracles
Is not a theological argument. It is a historical one.

Jesus did not perform miracles to simply entertain
crowds or demonstrate raw power. He performed
miracles to establish His identity as the Son of
God and promised Messiah of Israel. When John
the Baptist sent disciples to ask if Jesus was the
Coming One, Jesus pointed to the miracles as His
answer. When His enemies questioned His authority,
Jesus pointed to the works as His credentials.
John states the purpose directly: these things are
written so that you may believe that Jesus is the
Christ, the Son of God. The miracles of Jesus are
not incidental to His identity. They are the evidence
He Himself offered in support of it.
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